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ABSTRACT 

 
It is the geography that determines social development and, in response, social development 

changes the meanings of geography.  The ability to harness geography, natural resources gave the 

British an upper hand over the other nations in the 18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries and helped them 

creating a vast empire. The construction of the modern canal irrigation system in the Punjab by 

the British was a great feat of engineering and administration and the best use of the soil and 

water. The British canal irrigation system brought a change in the social and economic lives of 

the people of the Western Punjab. 
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